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SAVE THE DATE:  
The Waynesville 
Career Center will 
celebrate its 50th 
Anniversary on 
Thursday, Nov. 
10, with an open 
house from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. 

Partridge Elementary celebrated Unity Day on Wednesday 
by having all students participate in a unity walk. Older 
students held hands with younger students to demonstrate 
kindness while practicing safety. The school’s Partners 
in Education also participated in the walk and assisted 
with safety. Partridge’s PIE partners are the 84th Chemical 
Battalion and the 554th Engineer Battalion. More Unity Day 
photos appear on page 3.

The Waynesville JROTC Tiger Battalion will hold its second 
annual Raider meet this evening and tomorrow on Fort Leonard 
Wood.  The competitive events begin at 5:45 a.m. Saturday with 
a physical fitness test and events continuing throughout the day. 
The awards ceremony will occur at approximately 4 p.m. For 
more details click here. 

The Raiders are hoping to repeat last week’s performance 
on their “home turf.” After a rough weekend at Smith Cotton a 
few weeks ago, the Waynesville JROTC Raider Team, led by 
E.J Warren, Maddy McDonald, Mason Michels and Stephanie 
Trudell, regrouped and won decisively Oct. 15 at Leavenworth, 
Kan., in a field of 20 teams.

The Leavenworth results are as follows:
 1st Place - Overall
 1st Place - Army Physical Fitness Test
 1st Place - Iron Man
 1st Place - Cross Country Litter Carry
 2nd Place - 10k Road March (Run)
 2nd Place - Gauntlet
 3rd Place - Rope Bridge
 Stephanie Trudell - 1st Place, Ultimate Raider, Female

 Chris Alvarez - 2nd 
Place, Ultimate Raider, 
Male

 Maddy McDonald 
- 1st Place, Female 
AFPT (371)

 Stephanie Trudell 
- 2nd Place, Female 
APFT (353)

 Caroline Pack - 3rd 
Place, Female APFT, 
(329) (This was her 
first Raider meet.)

“I am particularly 
proud of our team 
captains and assistants 
– E.J. Warren, 
Maddy McDonald, 
Mason Michels and 
Stephanie Trudell – for 

Raiders to host meet, aim
for repeat performance

Continued on 
page 2

http://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/cms/lib07/MO01910216/Centricity/Domain/4/JROTC%20info%20for%20Raider%20Challenge%20Oct%202016.pdf
http://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/cms/lib07/MO01910216/Centricity/Domain/4/JROTC%20info%20for%20Raider%20Challenge%20Oct%202016.pdf


leading with heart, determination, compassion and by personal 
example,” said Col. (R) Charles Willliams, JROTC senior 
Army instructor. “Cadets Askins, Alvarez, Fry and Byrom are 
also all key leaders and returning competitors on our teams who 
make this all work. I am also very proud of our newest Raiders 
– Cadets Sean Wilson, Brianna Citron, Caroline Pack, Damien 
DeBerry, Cameron Scott, Braden Dever, Donavan Dunaway, 
Matthew Jones and Brian Rodger for (A) stepping up and trying 
this extremely demanding sport, and (B) for sticking with this.”

 The U.S. Army Raider Nationals will be held Nov. 3-6.

Continued 
from page 1 JROTC Raiders

At right, Waynesville’s JROTC Tiger Battalion took 1st at 
Leavenworth.

About 500 Waynesville students in grades 4-6 participated in 
the 15th Annual Stampede in the Park on Friday, Oct. 14.  The 
students qualified to run the one-mile course in Waynesville’s 
city park by meeting the National Fitness time established for 
the mile for their age. The Stampede in the Park winners by 
grade, category and school are as follows:

6th Grade Center Girls
1st  Hannah Nadig 6:55
2nd Virginia Aralvardo
3rd Lily Peace
4th Kyhler McDugle
5th Jorelyn Marrero
 
6th Grade Center Boys
1st Faham Mujahid 6:01
2nd Jackson Wilkerson
3rd Kirk Lamb
4th Chase Thomas-Plummer
5th Joshua Bess
 
5th Gr Girls
1st Smilla Kuester 7:18 - Thayer 
2nd Andrea Thuistan - Thayer
3rd Gabby Williams - Freedom 
   Orange 
4th Dezmind Campbell - 
    Freedom Orange
5th Sammara Crane - Freedom 
   Grey

500 Waynesville students stampede in the park
5th Gr Boys
1st Bobby Leone 6:13 - Thayer
2nd Tyrell Phinn - Freedom Orange 
3rd Rayshawn Fowler - Freedom Orange
4th Jose Rosa -Wood
5th Landyn Catchum - Wood

 
4th Gr Girls
1st Tevy Sok  7:36 - Partridge
2nd Jasmine Wood - Partridge
3rd Ava Merced - Wood
4th Nevaeh Desourees - Partridge
5th Nicole Harper - Freedom 
   Grey
 
4th Gr Boys
1st Brandon Howard 6:32 - 
   Thayer
2nd Caden Crabtree - Thayer
3rd Dallas Tator - Thayer

4th Elias Briones - 
   Partridge
5th Aiden Smith - Freedom 
   Grey
 Members of Waynesville 

High School’s Cross Country 
Team assisted with leading 
the races so students stayed 
on course and encouraged 
them to do their best.



Throughout the Waynesville R-VI School District, students celebrated Unity Day by 
wearing orange and pledging to be bully free. Top, Freedom Elementary students 
dressed in orange spelled out the word UNITY (photo by Rachel Rodriguez). Second 
row, left to right, East Elementary students danced in the classroom at the same time 
throughout the building to celebrate unity. Thayer Elementary students learned the 
importance of standing up for people who are bullied and to speak up about it. Third 
row, left to right, Partridge students walked through the Eagle Point subdivision on Fort 
Leonard Wood to show their spirit of unity. A Wood Elementary kindergartner pledges 
to be bully free by signing his name to the banner. At Freedom, this student wore a No 
Bully shirt. Bottom, Wood Principal Carey Drehle and teacher Brock Hussey pose with 
students in front of the banner that was placed on the stage.



By Hannah Bailey
WHS student
   

Everything gets worn down eventually, including 
parking lots. The Waynesville High School parking 
lot has never been repaved and it shows in many 
places.

The parking lot asphalt was “starting to fail in 
many areas,” according to Chris Berger, assistant 
superintendent of operational services.

Cracks and holes littered the lot. In some areas, the 
cracks could swallow a person’s heel.  

Most of the lot is being redone, except for the 9th 
grade center’s section because it is less than five 
years old. “Instead, it is only being sealed and re-
striped as it is newer and in much better condition,” 
says Berger.

Willard Asphalt continues to finish working on the 
project and has been working on days that students 
are not present to minimize interruption of daily 
activities. If weather delays occur, then Willard 
might have to ask students to park in a different 
location for the work to be completed.

Willard’s work includes grinding up the high 
school parking lot, digging out chunks, and repaving 
it all. Since the 9th Grade Center is just getting a 
touch up, Willard will focus on the rest of the lot.

Berger and Kevin Pritchard, director of operations, 
decided it was time to repair and repave the lot and 
give it a fresher look. The two bidders were Melrose 
Quarry & Asphalt ($405,500.00) and Willard Asphalt 
($285,525.00).

WHS parking lots get 
repaired, resurfaced  

Dara Faubion and Candace Decker’s 2nd grade students showed 
their love of reading by decorating pumpkins as book characters.  
The pumpkins were judged and displayed in the hall for other 
students and families to see during student-led conferences. 
Top, the winner, Addison Custer, is shown with her We Love You, 
Strawberry Shortcake! pumpkin.

The USTA (United States Tennis 
Association) Missouri Valley Missouri 
District’s Awards Committee has named 
Waynesville’s Head Tennis Coach Kayla 
Wilson as the 2016 Female Volunteer of the 
Year.

The Missouri Valley District thanked 
Wilson for her service to help grow the 
game of tennis. She received the award for 
volunteering to help with various events such 
as Youth Progression Tournaments, as well 
as running programs to increase participation 
and provide play opportunities in the Waynesville R-VI community. Last 
year, she was named the high school Coach of the Year by Missouri Valley. 

Wilson named Volunteer of 
the Year



Oct. 25 (T) Thayer 5th grade program – 2:45
Oct. 27 (R) Fall Play – 7:00 – WHS Theatre
Oct. 28 (F) Fall Play – 7:00 – WHS Theatre
Oct. 29 (Sa) Fall Play – 7:00 – WHS Theatre
Oct. 30 (Su) Fall Play – 2:30 – WHS Theatre
Nov. 8 (T)     Freedom (Holtzscher) 4th grade program – 2:30
Nov. 10 (R)   Partridge 2nd grade program – 6:00
Nov. 11 (F)   Veteran’s Day Parade – 11:00 a.m. - High 
                     School Band marches
Nov. 17 ®      Middle School Advanced Jazz and Concert 
                     Band Concert – 6:00 p.m. - PFA
Nov. 17 (R)  Thayer 4th grade program – 2:45
Dec. 1 ®     Freedom (Holtzscher) 3rd grade program – 
                      2:30
Dec. 2 (F) One-Act Plays – 7:00 – WHS Theatre
                  399th Christmas Concert – VOICES sings – 
                    7:00 p.m. - Baker Theatre, FLW

Upcoming Waynesville R-VI fine arts performances 

The Waynesville High School choir performed a concert on Sunday at WHS. 

By Baili Holt
WHS student
 
Are haunted places and houses your 

thing? What about scary movies? If 
so, then you might enjoy this fall’s 
Waynesville High School production of 
“The Uninvited.”

 The play is scheduled to show 
from Oct. 27 to Oct. 30, which puts 
this thriller in the same time frame as 
Halloween.

 The original “The Uninvited” is set 
in the 1940’s where a brother and sister 
buy a house that is, of course, haunted 
by not just one spirit, but two. It’s 
figuring out which one is the evil spirit 
and which one is not that leads to the 
final showdown.

 Waynesville’s setting will be a 
little more modern to help with the 
costuming.

 “Now, we’re probably not going to 
set it in the 1940s just because it doesn’t 
offer as much costume-wise and I want 
to give my students an opportunity to 

Scary play “The Uninvited” to be held Oct. 27-30

     Dec. 3 (Sa)  One-Act Plays – 7:00 – WHS Theatre
     Dec. 4 (Su)      Christmas Parade – 2:00
     Dec. 6 (T)        Thayer Bells/choir – 6:00
     Dec. 8 (R)        VOICES Concert – 6:00 – WHS Theatre
                         Freedom (Holtzscher) 5th grade program – 
                         2:30
     Dec. 9 (F)        Thayer 3rd grade program – 2:45
     Dec. 14 (W)     Middle School Choir Concert – 6:00 – WHS 
                          Theatre
     Dec. 15 (R)      Band/Jazz Band Christmas Concert – 6:00 – 
                         WHS Theatre
     Dec. 17 (Sa)    Choir Concert – 6:30 – WHS Theatre
     Dec. 18 (Su)    Choir Concert – 3:00 – WHS Theatre 
     Dec. 19 (M)     Band/Jazz Band Christmas Concert snow 
                           day – WHS Theatre

really choose what 
they want to do,” 
says Charles Davis, 
the high school’s 
drama teacher.

 Aiden 
Richardson, the 
female lead of the 
production, says 
that this play is very 
tech heavy.

 “I’m mostly 
excited for the 
special effects that 
are involved, like 
lighting and things 
being moved throughout the stage, like 
a ghost moving things,” Richardson 
says. “I’ve never been in a show 
that has been like that, so it’s really 
interesting.”

Due to the play’s scary scenes, this 
play is recommended for students 
grades 6 and above and adults. 

Performances will begin at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 27, Friday, Oct. 28, 

and Saturday, Oct. 29. The Sunday 
matinee will begin at 2:30 p.m. Oct. 30. 
All performances will be in the WHS 
Auditorium.

 Tickets are $5 for adults, $4 for 
students, and $3 for senior citizens and 
children under 5 years of age. Senior 
citizens who have a Waynesville R-VI 
Senior Citizens Athletic Pass will be 
admitted free.

Jessica Collado and Aidan Richardson rehearse a scene in 
“The Uninvited.”



Thayer 5th Grade Students finished 
up their Weather PBL Unit with 
a building and structural testing 
project.  Each student group was 
given the same amount of paper 
and tape and instructed to build 
something that could withstand 
hurricane or tornado force winds.  
While the students came up with 
many different styles of structures, 
only a few withstood the forceful 
winds of the leaf blower that 
represented the force of a natural 
disaster. If the faces are any 
indication, this was a learning activity 
that was enjoyed by all.

Thayer 5th Grade Students will be 
performing the program, “Off Their 
Rockers,” on Oct. 25.  

To gain a better understanding of 
previous generations, Music Teacher Laura 
Smith arranged for students to visit the 
Waynesville/St. Robert Senior Center on 
Oct.12.  

Prior to the visit, the classes learned how 
to conduct research through the interview 
process and how to ask thoughtful questions 
to elicit a story. Students performed the 
songs from their upcoming program with 
many of the seniors singing along and 
even dancing. Afterward, the 5th graders 
interviewed the seniors with questions, 
such as what life was like as a child, the 
adventures they have been on, the scariest 
time in their lives and what time period they 
would visit if they could go back in time.

Thayer students 
interview, perform 
for seniors 



Waynesville FFA had a great time and 
participated in local agricultural advocacy 
by assisting with the Pulaski County Farm 
Bureau Annual Meeting. President Jesse 
Laughlin presented a report on the chapter 
and received a generous donation from the 
county Farm Bureau. This donation is greatly 
appreciated and the chapter was glad to help 
with the event. The FFA members had an 
opportunity to visit with Representive Steve 
Lynch as well. Great experiences learning 
how to be a positive force in their community!

The PCRMC Waynesville Medical 
Plaza will offer free sports physicals for 
athletes in grades 7-12 from 2 to 5 p.m. 
Oct. 25 at the Waynesville Medical 
Plaza for those planning to participate 
in the winter sports program.

The Waynesville R-VI 
School District’s Department of 
Communications and Marketing 
received the following awards in the 
2016 MOSPRA Communications 
Awards Program:

• “I in the Tiger” magazine/
newsletter:  Award of Merit 

• Track photo: Award of Merit
• National Honor Society teacher 

appreciation event photo: Award of 
Merit

• Three brothers to graduate together:  
Award of Commendation

• “Tiger Tails”:  Award of 
Commendation

Entries to the Missouri School Public 
Relations Association are judged 
by public relations professionals 
both inside and outside of the public 
education arena.  

The Waynesville R-VI 
School District’s website 
is undergoing a redesign 
– using the current system 
– and here’s a preliminary 
sneak peek at what the 
front page will look like.  
It’s still preliminary, but we 
wanted you to know the 
changes are forthcoming 
and are the results 
of a team of parents, 
teachers, principals and 
administrators coming 
together to determine 
how to best serve our 
patrons. The new look 
will become active before 
Dec. 31 and the best news 
of all is that because it’s 
the same system, no new 
training will be needed and 
standard teacher pages will 
automatically roll over. 

District receives 
communication awards

Free student 
physicals Oct. 25 


